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The Improvement which the French have made in our Manufattures, wholly owing to the keeping our 


Goods out of their Country. 


Notwithftanding the high Duties they laid on, they continu’d to find it very 


total Prohibition. 


Even their own People would not buy their Woollen- Manufattures, as long as any of ours were to be had. 
The beft of their Goods but forry pitiful Stuff compar’d to ours. | 


The People who thus applaud the French Manufattures againft their own Country cannot fhem a piece of 


Cloth, but what would be laught at, if it were feen at Blackwell-hall, and would not be fit to be 


called Cloth. 





O any that are difpos’d to iudge impartially 

of Things, it muft be clear from the laft 

MERCATOR, that the Improvement 

which the French have made in our Woollen- 
Manufactures is obtain’d by the Meafures which they 
have made ufe of, and we all too much have concurred 
in for fuppreffing and expunging the Englifh Goods as 
_ muchas poflible out of their Country. 


Tt is undeniably evident, that they could never bring 
their own Manufactures to be accepted, even by their 
own People, til] they loaded our Goods with intollera- 


_ ble Burthens by their Dearnefs to leffen their Confump- 
tion. 


It is prov’d, that as they encreafed in Manufactures, 
and got Ground, they ftill found the Englifh Goods 
gaind upon them again, till at laft, not content with 
70 per Cent. Dury, they were fain to get an entire Pro- 
hibition in France, of all the Englifh =Woollen-Manufa- 
cture, asin the Year 1701. 


From this Prohibition they encreafed indeed in their 
Manufacture ;_ well might it be fo, how could it be 
otherwife? For their People being fuffered to buy no 
other, were forced to take up with fuch as their own 
Manufatures brought to Market: They might well fell 


their Goods indeed, when there was no other to be 
had. 


Let our Manufa@tures obferve from hence what a 
Kindnefs thofe Men are doing the Englifh Trade, that 
opnofe the taking off the Duties from our Englifh Ma- 
nufactures, which alone, if it were done, would fink 
the very Name of Woollen-Manufastures out of the 
Kingdom of France. Are not thefe Excellent Patriots ? 
Do they not very fichly deferve the Thanks of their 
Country ? Or do they deferve the Curfes of the Poor, 
and to be made a juit Execration, both to the prefent 
Genergtion and.their Pofterity after them ? 


But of this the MERCATOR will have occafion 
to fpeak again. The prefent Obfervation leads us another 
way, viz. as was promifed fome time ago to enquire 
what are the real Improvements of the French, whiclt 
fo much damage has been fuffer'd by us to prove, and 
what length have they been able to go, even with all 
thefe Advantages in the Manufactures which they have 
made? And why ro better or greater Progrefs has been 
made by them, when their Encouragements have been 
fo great? 


That they have made a great quantity of Goods is moft 
readily granted, fuch Stuff as it is, they have not want- 
ed Quantity, nor hive they wanted Affurance to puth 
the Sale of them, not only in their own Country where 
they could command the Trade, but into Foreign Parts 
alfo, where they have offer'd them at our Makets, and 
pretended to vye with our Merchants in their Sale. But 
how they have fucceeded Abroad we all know. 


At Home they have indeed had better luck than 
Abroad, for the Reafons aforefaid. Their People have 
been forced to take up with fuch Stuff as they could get, 
and at fuch a Price asthe Manufaétures pleafe to impofe 
upon them: But Jet us then obferve what wretched for- 
ry manner have the People been fery’d in. 


Let any one fee but what Cloths the French Gentle- 
men came over here with at the Conclufion of the late 
Peace, even the late Ambaffador himfelf, and efpecially 
his Coaches, Servants, and Equipages, how were they 
coverd and Clothed ? An Englith Footman would have 
thought himfelf ill-ufed to have been Clothed as the 
Ambaflador’s Gentlemen were, our Colchefter-Bayes are 
far beyond the black Cloth which fome of his Coaches 
were cover'd with, and yet no queftion his Excellency 
took care to be as well ferved as the Country would 
admit. , 
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Let the Habit of the Gentlemen and Merchants who 

‘gome over from France hither be examin’d, and except 
"> they appear in light fine Silk-Druggets, and thin Stuffs, 
“you fcarce find one in ten of them drefs’d in Cloths fit 


‘Sun "< 


“Yo appear in England among Gentlemen ; nay, their 
§34— Footmen go back with better Cloths on their Backs 


than their Mafters had on when they came hither. 

The Cafe is plain; it is the beft they can get in their 
own Country, for in the beft of their boafted Improve- 
ments, their Woollen-Cloths are thin and ill wrought, 
rough and ill drefs’d, and coarfe like Dog’s Hair, being 
made of ill Wooll, and of feveral forts put together ; 
and they wear rather dike anJrith Frize than a Cloth. 


Nay, even their Spanifh Cloths, altho’ they have the 
Spanifh Wooll as well as we, and by their near Neigh- 
bourhood may have it much Cheaper, yet what aileth 
it is hard to know ; let a Piece of it be worn with an 
Englith piece of Cloth, and in. a little wearing it fhall 
fhew the Difference ; in fhort, the French Cloth can be 
in nothing fo well reprefented, as by a piece of Englifh 
Cloth with the wrong fide outward. 


It were to be withed the Gloucefter, Worcefterfhire 
and Wiltfhire Clothiers would, for their private Satis- 


faction, fend over Two or three of their Body, Men of. 


Probity and Integrity, to bring them word what kind of 
Artifts thefe French Clothiers, of whom fo much Noife 
is made, are, what Tools and Materials they Work with, 
and what Work they make of it. They would laugh 
to fcorn the Notion of the French Underworking us 
ever after. Nothing could be more diverting, than to 
fee what fimple ways they go to Work with the Wool- 
len Manovfaéture ; what Cloth thofe fimple Methods 
produce ; and how unlikely it is that they fhould ever 
make any thing of it in France, efpecially if our Goods 
were admitted there.” 


An Englifh Clothier would be afhamed to have fuch 


Work come out of his Hands as they call Cloth. Whe-- 


ther it be their Water, their Wooll, o¢ their Work- 
manfhip, is not the Cafe; this is certain, itis fomething 
that they are not able to alter. 


IF a Piece of their Cloth was to come to Blackwell- 
Hall, and to pafs the Judgment of our Clothiers or 
Biackwel!-Hall Fa€tors, it would cure them for ever of 
the Wirchcratt which fome of thofe People are at this 
time poflefs’d with ? They would be atham’d for ever 
after, to Talk of the French Manofaétures Rivalling the 
Engliih ; they would bluth, if any thing could make 
them bluth, at what of that kind has been faid, to, fee 
how thin, what a Thread, what a Nap, what Weight 
the French Broad-Cloths would appear with. 


Bur for want of thefe Demonftrations, what foolifh 
and ridiculous Work do. our Trade preferving Party- 
Men make here of the French Manufactures + Why do 
they not produce a good Piece of Cloth either of Spa- 
nifh Wooll, nay, fuppofe it of Englifh Wooll, or in- 
deed of any Wooll made in France ? Where is the 
Frenchman with a Coat of it on his back that is 
come over from France? Where is a Pattern of it? 
Let us fee it ? Let the Price of it be flated, the Piece 
sreighed, the Finenefs judged, and the Wearing of it 
trye 


The MERCATOR has Patterns by him brought 
fiom France, on purpofe, of their fineft Cloths, and 
of theit beft Workmanthip, and is ready to produce 
them ; they are Collested by the moft difinterefted Im- 


partial Hands, without fo much as acquainting them 
with the Reafon of it; they are fet out to all Advan- 
tage, and with all the French Air of fmoothnefs and a 
good outfide that is poflible. But.take them to an im- 
partial Judge, the Fine are thin like a Serge, loofe like 
a Drugget, and light as a Stuff; the Middling are thick 
and fpongy, and mauft wear rough as a Frize, and the 
coarfe are more like a Kerfie than a Cloth, 


If in any of their Cloths a Piece is found tolerably 
well made, fine and weighty, tho’ that is very rare, then 
they are loft in Price, and can talk of nothing under 
24 to 26s. per Yard, and» we fhall, at any time, buy 
as good Goods every way ar Blaclfvell-Hall from 16 
to 17s. per Yard. 


From a Broad-Cloth, let their other Artifis be exa- 
mind; We find indeed fome Druggets and Mens Stuf3 
among them, which are pretty well, but generally 
mix’d with Silk and Spanith Wooll ; but for Bays in 
particular, not all France can produce a Piece that is 
fit to be called a Bays, neither can they fo much as 
imitate it. We find an Arreft of the King’s Council, 
of which the Oppofers of this Affair have made fome 
Noife, which mentions Bays and Perpetuanas, and from 
thence thefe mighty Advocates for French Manufactures 
talk big of the French making Bays. But Talking only 
God be praifed, is their Talent; for they cannot bring 
a Man, no not amons all their foreign Scribblers, that 
ever fawa Piece of Bays which was made in France 
they found it impracticable, and gave it over; and the 
thing oe Sam Bays now in France, is as hke our Wad- 
moll as a Bays, and fitter to be called fo, 


The MERCATOR might ron thro’ all the ref 
of their Manufaftures, and might Challenge their new 
Advocates to bring them to the J eft. 


As to Frizes, Planes, Half-thicks, Kerfies, Dozens, 
Double and Single Penniftones, Cotrons, Flannels, and 
the like, where are the French Goods of thefe kinds, 
tho’ fome of them the meanneft of our Manufactures ? 
Not all the French Nation can produce One piece of 
that we call a Swanskin Flannel, or a fine Welch Flan- 
nel; it would want a Name, if thofe wretched Stuffs which 
they fhow for Flannel were to be feen here. 


Go to another kind of Englifh Manufaure, and’ 


that is our fine Blankets; Not France, no,-not the whole 
World, can make them as we do, fo thick and yet fo 
light, fo foft and fo warm and yet fo fine ;. and the French 


buy them here now, ia fpight of the high Duties, in 
very great Nuinbers. 


If thefe things are not fo, let our Oppofers leave 
Impofing on our People, and Cheating us with 
Words, and let them defcend to plain Proofs; nothing 
elfe can Convince the World : Now we have had 
fending and proving enough, till plain Billingfgate you 
Lye, and you Lye, is become the Dialest, and the Hateful 
way is become odious to the Nation; but thefe Men 
have offered the affirmative, that the French can and do 
Outwork ys and Ourfell us ; the Proof lies upon thofe 
who affirm: Let them face us down with Words no 
more, but bring us a Piece or Pattern of every fort 
of French Manufa&ture to fhow; and let Men of 
Judgment and Honefly judge of the Fa. Till they 
do this they do nothing; if they can do it, we thal] be 
Silent, and give up the Englith Manufa@ures as loft to 
the French ; if they cannot they are Cheats and Kogues, 
that abufe and betray their Country, and ought to be 
ufed as fuch, wherever they are tound. 
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